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YASS HIGH SCHOOL 
  W e  v a l u e  r e s p e c t ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  s a f e t y  a n d  l e a r n i n g .  

    Principal: Linda Langton         Deputy Principals: Andrew Facer & Ruth Riach 

 

  18 March 2021 

High Expectations at YHS  

New Phone Policy  

The introduction of a new electronic devices policy with the 

implementation of Yondr pouches has been a great success. The 

overwhelming majority of students have adapted seamlessly to the new 

policy and procedures. Students are now required to place their phone 

in their Yonder pouch once they arrive at school in the morning. 

Students unlock their pouches to regain access to their phone at the end 

of the school day. 

While some students were apprehensive about this change before the 

policy took effect, many can now see its benefit. There is a noticeable 

difference in the playground. Interactions are far more positive, and 

conversations between friends and fellow students have blossomed. A 

number of students have commented that ‘it takes the temptation and 

pressure to use your phone away.’ Mr Harding says many students have 

mentioned to him that without their phone out it is easier to ‘socialise 

and be included’ during lunch and recess. 

Teachers have also noted the improved focus in classrooms since the 

policy began. ‘Before the Yondr pouches were in place, even when a 

phone was ”off and away” students had the temptation to take a quick 

look when they opened their bags or put their hand in their pockets. This 

could lead to small interruptions taking the focus away from learning. 

The Yondr pouches are helping students focus on what is important: 

learning,’ says HSIE teacher Mr Ben Szota. 
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Honours English Classes  

 
This year has seen the formal introduction of our Years 9 & 10 English Honours 

classes. Entry to the classes is based on demonstrated aptitude and achievement.  

The Years 9 & 10 Honours classes are designed to support high achieving English 

students who have been identified as having the potential to undertake Advanced 

and Extension English in Stage 6.  

Students in these classes will therefore engage in a modified curriculum designed 

to extend their learning through the development of advanced level knowledge and 

skills.   

 

 

 

Positions in the Honours Program are contingent on continued application and 

performance and will be reviewed at the end of each term to ensure all students are 

appropriately placed.   

Thus far students in both classes are meeting the challenging demands of the 

English Honours curriculum. At present Year 9 are looking at the history and subtle 

language variations characteristic of different crime fictions sub-genres.  
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Students are experimenting with these language variations in their own writing, and 

exploring the values reflected in various crime fiction texts. Year 10 are studying 

Advertising which entails adapting communications to a range of audiences and 

purposes, and developing public speaking and formal writing skills.  

 

 

 

 

Racism – No Way! 

As leaders in this school we aim to make everyone feel like they belong no matter 

their race, sexual orientation or background. Please work with us so together we can 

all be positive role models and stand up to attitudes and behaviours that may 

discriminate against others because of their race, sexual orientation or background. 

We all belong here and we all should feel sage whilst we are here at school and 

beyond. 

 

Please be aware of the language you use, be respectful and pro-active when you 

hear or see things you know are not right. 

 

We would very much appreciate your help in helping us make everyone feel like they 

belong and feel safe. 
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Captains Corner (belated from last week) 

 
This week we want to thank Mr McLennan for his continuous help with the Soccer 

tryouts and building this year’s team over the past couple weeks. He has been 

making sure this year’s team is the best it can possibly be with a good variety of 

strengths. We send our best luck to the new team and wish to see many successes 

in the future under Mr McLennan’s guidance. We also want to thank him for his 

complete commitment to the team for this year. 

 

Joke of the Fortnight 

 

Question: What is not heavy and blue? 

Answer: Light blue 
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Captains Corner 

This week’s staff of the fortnight is Miss Vale! We have recognised her amazing work 

in getting the Yass community involved with Clean Up Australia Day on Sunday the 

7th of March from 9 to 11am.  

 

But not only that, she even got Yass High to be involved in doing their part in cleaning 

up Australia by getting a few volunteers to help clean up Yass High School last 

Friday, making it a cleaner and more enjoyable place to be apart of. We hope to get 

more people involved next year to do their part in stopping the spread of pollution.  

 

Thank you Miss Vale and everyone who participated in cleaning up our school. Well 

done!  
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Zone Swimming Report 

 
Yass High has performed outstandingly well at the recent Southern Tablelands 

swimming carnival held in Queanbeyan last week. Our students dominated in the 

pool with our school winning every relay they entered bar one. We finished with 883 

points with the next closest school being Mulwaree High on 668. We finished with 6 

age champions and 4 runners up age champions. 

Age Campions      Runner Up Age Champion 

12G Kaylee Douven     14G Felicity Shannon 

13G Lara McClelland     16G Bronte Anderson 

14B Patrick Koen     17+ Chelsea Anderson 

15B Riley Gibbs 

16B Gus Hinds 

17+ Nick Hinds 

The following students set new records on the day. 

G13 200m Free Lara McClelland  2.34.65 (OR 2.36.72) 

G14 200m Free Felicity Shannon 2.29.37 (OR 2.32.09) 

B15 200m Riley Gibbs 2.25.56  (OR 2.31.91) 

G13 100m Fly Liana Deery 1.17.98  (1.35.31) 

G13 50m Free Lara McClelland 31.16  (31.19) 

G12-14 200IM Liana Deery  2.53.13  (3.20.09) 

G14 50m Breastroke  Addie HINDS  48.31 (48.85)   

B15 50m Breastroke  Malakai Vea  (43.35) (46.92) 

 

Homework  
 

Thank you to all the parents and carers who responded to our recent homework 

survey. Your feedback will inform our new policy, currently being developed. More 

on this soon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebstockreview.net%2Fexplore%2Fclipart-homework%2F&psig=AOvVaw1KG3iZ9TzUvJ0Vaf2H-m8v&ust=1616040647487000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPDGjNu6tu8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAP
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South Coast Swimming Championships 

On Tuesday 9th March 39 students from our school made the trip to the Dapto pool 

to represent our school and the Southern Tablelands Zone at the regional swimming 

carnival. We had 12 relay teams compete as well as a record number of students 

competing in individual events throughout the day. It was YHS’ best performance at 

a South Coast swimming carnival with 18 students qualifying to represent South 

Coast at the NSWCHS carnival in Homebush next month. 

Yass High finished 6th in the overall schools point scores out of the 33 schools in our 

region. An outstanding performance from a school our size. Riley Gibbs was the 15 

boys Age Champion which is a fantastic effort and he is only the second student 

from our school to achieve this. Kaylee Douven was runner up age champion in the 

12 yrs girls. 

Liana Deery - (3rd), Lara McClelland (5th) and Felicity Shannon(3rd) also put in 

creditable performances in the Age Champion stakes. 

Of our 12 relay teams 4 have made it through to the NSWCHS carnival next month 

with our 12 years boys, 13-and 14 years girls and the girls all age relay all finishing 

in the top three which meant they qualify to represent South Coast. 
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Outstanding individual performances also lead to number of students qualify in 

individual events. These are as followed: 

12 Girls - Kaylee Douven 100m Free(2nd), 100m Back(3rd) and 50m Free (3rd) 

13 Girls - Lara McClelland 200m Free(2nd) 

13 Girls - Liana Deery 100m Fly(2nd) and 100m Breast(1st) 

14 Girls - Felicity Shannon 100m Free(2nd), 50m Free(1st), 100m Back(1st) and 200m 

Free(2nd) 

15 Boys - Riley Gibbs 100m Fly(2nd), 100m Free(3rd), 50m Free(2nd), 100m 

Breast(3rd), 100m Back(2nd), 200m Free(2nd) 

15 Boys - Luke Barlow 100m Back (3rd) 

16 Boys - Gus Hinds 16yrs 100m Breast (3rd) 

Relay Teams 

12 Boys - Hunter Waine, Malu Tunks, Archie Ellams, Hayden McHugh 

13 Girls - Lara McClelland, Lucy McClelland, Emma Barlow, Liana 

Deery 

14 Girls - Felicity Shannon, Alivia Kruger, Addie Hinds, Kaylee Douven 

Girls All Age - Kaylee Douven, Lara McClelland, Felicity Shannon, Tegan Davis, 

Bronte Anderson, Chelsea Shannon 

Thank you to our parents for your support on the day and for transporting the 

competitors to and from Dapto. 

 

Open Boys Touch 
 

Congratulations to the Open Boys Touch Football team- Zone champions after going 

through undefeated on Wednesday 17th.  
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Year 7 Camp 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had a wonderful time out at Warrambui Retreat Centre near Murrumbateman in 

Week 6. The accommodation, great food and beautiful bush surroundings made for 

a terrific backdrop for the students to get to know each other and some of their 

teachers. 

After lots of students had missed out on going away for traditional end of year 6 

camps, we all felt very fortunate to have this opportunity. 

Highlights for me were seeing all the kids dancing and singing around the campfire, 

getting to the top of the lookout bushwalk with some reluctant kids, and seeing the 

resilience growing before my eyes as students were pushed out of their comfort 

zones and thrived. Memories and friendships were made and I feel very lucky to 

have such a great Year Group to be the Year Advisor for. I am really excited to watch 

them grow and get to know them even more as they navigate high school. 

Thank you to all the parents and teachers who helped make camp happen. I am 

busy researching and planning on where we will head to for our next camp.  Thank 

you to my fellow camp colleagues: Mr Anderson, Ms Vale, Ms Hatcher and Mr 

McLennan. 

Katrina Flynn 
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Learning Hub 2 Recount Writing   
 

Last week we started planting the Woolies seedlings. We started by moistening the 

soil. We put water on the soil and watched it expand then we put the seed in it. We 

have to water it every day and it will take a couple of weeks to grow. I am excited to 

see if it will work.     By Felicity and Bethany  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday I ran a Toastie Café for Learning Hub students. l made toasties for 

other people. They had to order the toasties before the day. The fillings were cheese, 

ham and tomato.  Mrs. Kemp, Sarah, and Mark helped in my kitchen. I was the boss 

and wore an apron and a special chef hat. The most popular Toastie was ham and 

cheese.  Everyone said they were yummy.     By Chester  

 

Last week I went to the Year 7 Camp. I liked doing archery. It was the first time I had 

tried archery and I got the arrow to hit the target. I got to roast marshmallows over a 

campfire and survived a really really really long bushwalk.     By Mark 
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On Friday Miss Leisa brought in items from her childhood to show us. There was a 

little tea pot, an old teddy bear and lots of photos. My favourite item was the teddy 

bear.    By Tiarna  

 

This morning Miss Leisa brought in lots of items from her childhood. My favourite 

was the old photos.    By Chloe. 

 

This morning Miss Leisa showed us some of her childhood items. She brought in 

saddles bridles, school photos, baby clothes, trophies, an old tar tin, baby toys and 

horse photos. I liked the photos of Leisa when she was younger because it showed 

us her history and what she used to do. It was lots of fun to see all the old items.    

By Sarah 
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This morning when I got to class the animal toys were on the desk. Max the dog was 

wearing headphones, Kev the koala was playing the drums and Skipper the penguin 

was doing writing. It was weird. How did they get there?      By Leroy 

 

On the weekend I watched the realistic version of The Lion King movie with Mum 

and Charlotte. I liked how they showed the female lioness getting away from Scar 

and the detail of all the characters.     By Isabelle  

 
On Tuesday Mrs. Kemp was trying to make the Maths lesson fun. We had lots of 

boxes on the floor. We had to make a robot using different shapes. It was a lot of fun 

learning about 2D and 3D shapes with our robots. We made remote controls for our 

robots.     By Chase, Mark, and Leroy. 

  



  15 -31 

 

Yass High Community students do their bit to Clean Up Australia 

 
As part of the Australia wide Clean Up Australia Day the Year 10 Community class 

did their bit to ensure their local environment was clean. The students cleaned up 

around the river, Victoria Park, tennis courts and O’Connor Park. Other students 

where given an opportunity to do their part with a lunchtime clean up around the 

school grounds. A big thank you to the Community students and the following 

students who gave up their lunchtime to help clean up around the school. Trent 

Robinson, Cooper Thornely, Jack Cathles, Bronte Fraser, Angus Grogan and James 

Weeks. A big thank you also to Ms Vale and Mr Harding who also lent a hand. 
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A day in the (school) life of Athena 

 
On Friday 19th February, Mr Anderson allowed Athena to support our students 

through their vaccinations. We have noticed over the years that when Athena is 

present in an activity, student anxiety and stress appears to be lessened.  

Here is Athena during and after vaccinations  
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Student of the Fortnight 

 

Corinne Green        Angus MacKay 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

       Chelsea Shannon     Chelsea Graham 
 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Consistent outstanding work 

across Music 2
 

 

Academic focus during all 

Science lessons 

Positive attitude to learning 

in Maths 

Consistent effort and 
motivation in all aspects of 

PDHPE 
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       Jacob Garner               Julianna Pitt 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Domonic Owen     Ryland Jones-Hope 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Demonstrating significant improvement 
in imaginative writing  

A great start to a new year in 
the Learning Hub 

Positive and respectful 

participant in HSIE 
Outstanding focus on studies 

and first in Chemistry 
Assessment 
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Stage 4 & 5 Problem of the Fortnight  
 

Stage 4: 
 

Lola went on a train trip. During her journey she slept for ¾  of an hour and stayed 

awake for ¾ of the journey. 

How long did the trip take? 

 

Stage 5: 
 

A pool can be filled through three pipes that can be used together or separately. If 

only the first pipe is used, the pool is filled in 21 hours. If only the second pipe is 

used, the pool is filled in 24 hours. If all three pipes are used, the pool is filled in 8 

hours. 

How long will it take to fill the pool using only the third pipe? 
 

School Fees 2021 

 
This week we have posted invoices for 2021 school fees.  It would be appreciated if 

you would check that the invoice reflects your child’s current program of study and 

that they have not changed courses since the invoice was completed. The invoice 

consists of: 

 

▪ Course fees for elective subjects which cover the costs for materials/activities 

used in these subjects. These courses often have consumables or use 

equipment which are expensive to maintain and replace. Prompt payment of 

Elective Fees is appreciated. 

▪ General Contributions which in accordance with departmental policy are 

voluntary; however, payment of this money provides a major part of the budget 

allocated to resourcing the educational programs of our school. 

 

Elective fees need to be paid by Friday 20th March. Please contact the front office to 

arrange a payment plan if required. Our preferred method of all payments to the 

school is through Parents Online Payments (POP) available through the school 

website www.yass-h.school.nsw.edu.au by clicking the payment icon $ and 

following the prompts. Cheque, cash and EFTPOS payments are also available if 

you are not able to access the POP system. 

 

There is some student financial assistance available, up to $100 per family for 

subject electives, uniform, stationery or excursions, but not for the General 

Contribution Fee. Please contact the front office for application forms. 

http://www.yass-h.school.nsw.edu.au/
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Coming Events  
 

Date Event 

Thursday 18 March 

Year 7 2022 Open Evening 

4 – 5pm Open Evening 

5 – 6pm Information Session 

Friday 19 March Flock Ewe Championships 

 She Leads Conference - Canberra 

Monday 22 March School Assembly Period 3 

 CHS Boys Squash – Braidwood 9.15am 

 CHS Chess Comp - Online 

Tuesday 23 March Year 8 Bell Shakespeare 

Friday 26 March  Fan Girls Musical – 5pm Canberra 

Tuesday 30 March Year 12 BaKE Sale – Quad Lunchtime 

Wednesday 31 March Bill Turner Cup – Walker Park 10am 

 Flat Rock AI program 

Thursday 1 April Last Day Term 1 

 Year 12 Celebration Assembly 

Monday 19 April Pupil Free Day 

Tuesday 20 April Students Return to School 
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